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Please respond to alt Subject: Bikeways master plan
Q- | saw your notice in the Rockville Reports, seeking input to the Bikeways Master Plan.
D | have commuted by bike to several jobs in and around the city over a period of decades, although | arm a “fairweather cyclist, not one of the hard core. My

current commute is down Lewis Avenue to the FDA Labs on Twinbrook Parkway

| particularly like Lewis Avenue for a couple of reasons. One is that traffic is light, and the road is wide enough that one rarely has to yield to cars. Anather is
that the route is fairly flat, since it parallels the railroad tracks.

It has long since occurred to me that Lewis Avenue could be improved as a bicycle route by the addition of a couple of features. At the southern end, Lewis

Avenue ends at the Twinbrook Metro Station, where a narrow sidewalk provides a connection to the station. The simple expedient of widening the sid Ik

to provide greater separation between bikes and pedestrians would greatly improve the situation. A curb cut would be a nice improvement in

junction with widening the path. One can also ride through the Metro station to get to Fishers Lane or Parklawn Drive. (Meed | note that Fishers Lane is
currently the site of a major new office development, that | assume will someday be the MNIH Morth Campus?) Parklawn Drive is not particularly pleasant on a
bike, given the combination of narrow lanes, no shoulders, heavy traffic, and lots of trucks, but it is manageable.

At the northern end of Lewis Avenue, it looks like it would be awfully attractive to hang a bike lane off the railroad bridge crossing First Street, making
a connection from Lewis A to St treet A . | have seen other places where a bicycle bridge has been piggy-backed on to an existing railroad
bridge, notably the Potormac River crossing at Harpers Ferry. | assume that the property on either side of the bridge is privately held, but it looks technically
feasible to acquire a right-of-way and do this at reasonable cost.

This bridge, if constructed, would improve bicycle access to the Rockyille Metro/MARC Station. For exarnple, it would become possible for MARC commuters
whao wark in the Twinbrook/Parklawn area, or even as far south as White Flint, to leave a bike at the Rockville Metro station and ride to work without having to
cross through the congested Route 28/viers Mill traffic.

It would also greatly improve connectivity between the Twinbrook/Parklawn area and points north, including Kings Farm, College Gardens, Montgomery College,
and Town Center. Stonestreet Avenue is another great bike route, for the same reasons (wide road, moderate traffic, moderate grade). With the planned

redeveloprnent of that area, it makes a lot of sense to fill in the missing link in this key north-south route.

A route linking Twinbrook Metro Station with Nebel Street would be icing on the cake. This would be a lot more dificult to accormplish, however. |
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a connection from Lewis A to St treat A . | have seen other places where a bicycle bridge has been piggy-backed on to an existing railroad

*[5] bridge, notably the Potornac River crossing at Harpers Ferry. | assume that the property on either side of the bridge is privately held, but it looks technically
& feasible to acquire a right-of-way and do this at reasonable cost.

This bridge, if constructed, would improve bicycle access to the Rockville Metro/MARC Station. For example, it would become possible for MARC commuters
who wark in the Twinbrook/Parklawn area, or even as far south as White Flint, to leave a bike at the Rockyille Metro station and ride to work without having to
cross through the congested Route 28/iers Mill traffic.

It would also greatly improve connectivity between the Twinbrook/Parklawn area and points north, including Kings Farm, College Gardens, Montgomery College,
and Town Center. Stonestreet Avenue is another great bike route, for the same reasons (wide road, moderate traffic, moderate grade). With the planned

redeveloprnent of that area, it makes a lot of sense to fill in the missing link in this key north-south route

A route linking Twinbrook Metro Station with Nebel Street would be icing on the cake. This would be a lot more dificult to accormplish, however. |
thought there was a plan to develop the tract of land along the west side of the raailroad tracks behind the Montrose Crossing Shopping Center. | had read that a
Home Depot was planned on this site. If so, there might be an opportunity to accormmodate a bike path or on-road bikeway through there and connect it to the
planned development at the Twinbrook Metro Station. This would extend the Stonesteet/Lewis Bikeway all the way south to White Flint. That would be
awesormel Better yet, with all of this planned development, maybe the developers can be induced to underwrite some of the cost and integrate the bikeway into
their site plans (and marketing).

That's my two cents'worth. | greatly appreciate your efforts to rake Rockyille a more bicycle-friendly place to live and waork

-4 Taylor

Alfard R. Taylor, Jr.

910 Grandin Avenue

Rockyille MD 20851-1321

(301) 762-7798

(3013 443-2536 x147 (daytime nurmber)
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